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August 26, 2019

Dear Parent/Guardian:

An important goal each school year is to ensure that every child attends school regularly and on time.

Showing up for school has a huge impact on a child’s academic success starting in pre-k/kindergarten and
continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in
making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for success in
school and in life.

We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. We also know that
when students miss too much school, regardless of the reason, it can cause them to fall behind academically.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Absences can add up quickly. If your child misses 10 percent of the school year (or about 18 days) they are

considered chronically absent.
•Chronic absenteeism increases the chance that your child will not read or master math at the same level as

their peers.
• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.
• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a child may drop out of high school.
• By 9th grade, consistent attendance is a better indicator of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
•Children chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to read at grade level by the

end of 3rd grade.

We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged. Please ensure that your child attends
school every day and arrives on time. For further information on student absences and parental requirements,
please refer to the student handbook section entitled, “Attendance policy”.

There are many people in our school prepared to help you if you or your child faces challenges in getting to
school regularly or on time. We invite you to contact your building principal if you are facing a personal
challenge, so that we might be able to assist you.

Sincerely,
/

Lisa A. Wiles
Superintendent

Carl Pabon
High School Principal

Vincent Napoli /
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Philip Mattracion
Board President

Andre Spinelli
Middle School Principal
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Kermit Moyer
Dir. of Health, Phys. Ed. & Athletics

Angela Urbina-Medina
Deputy Superintendent
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Elementary School Principal


